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Introduction to Biology Vocabulary Words
abiotic  – nonliving things in the environment, e.g. soil, water, temperature, air, light, wind, and minerals.

anabolism –  process in a living thing that involves synthesizing complex substances from simpler substances.

asexual reproduction – process in which a single organism produces a new organism(s) identical to itself.

biology– the study of life.

biotic - living things in the environment, e.g., bacteria, protists, fungi, plants, and animals.

catabolism – breakdown of complex substances into simpler substances.

cell –the basic unit of life.
development –  changes that take place during the growth and life of an organism; a characteristic of all living things.
energy– the ability to do work; a characteristic of all living things.
growth – increase in the amount of living material and formation of new structures in an organism; a characteristic of all living things.
homeostasis – process by which organisms keep internal conditions constant despite changes in their external environments. 

metabolism – sum of all chemical reactions in the body; balance of anabolism and catabolism.
multicellular – an organism consisting of many cells.
organism – a living thing that is made up of one or more cells, uses energy, moves, responds to its environment, reproduces, adapts, and has a life span.
reproduction  -  production of offspring by an organism; a characteristic of all living things.
response  - the reaction to a stimulus.
sexual reproduction  –  process in which two cells unite to produce the first cell of a new organism.
stimulus  -  any condition in an environment that requires an organism to adjust
unicellular  -  organism consisting of only a single cell.















